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duce no beneficial result to any one. He reflected a moment and then said I was right and that he would adhere to Crawford. When he arrived at the Capitol Messrs. Clay and Webster had an animated conversation with him in the Speaker's room. The first intimation I had of the hesitation they produced in his mind was a message from Mr. McLane, through Mr. Archer,1 that Mr. Van Kensselaer had been staggered by the representations of those gentlemen, accompanied by a request that I would come to the House and talk to him. I refused to do so on the ground that I had no right to interfere with his action in that way; the communications that had passed between him and myself having all been voluntary on his part and the great disparity in our ages rendering any attempt to influence him at such a moment indelicate and inadmissible. Mr. Archer fully concurred in these views, but in a few minutes returned with a request of the same character, and from the same source, of increased urgency. I consented to go into the House, and if Mr. Van Kensselaer, of his own accord, addressed me upon the subject to do what I could to dissuade him from the course it was feared he would take.
As I entered the Chamber Mr. Cuthbert met me and said that it was not necessary that I should do anything in the matter, as Mr. Van Rensselaer had that moment assured him that he certainly would not vote for Mr. Adams on the first ballot. I remained to see the voting which took place presently afterwards, and was pained to witness Mr. Van Eensselaer's obvious agitation and distress. When the votes of the New York delegation were counted it was found that Mr. Adams had a majority of one. The vote of the state was of course given to him and he was elected. Mr. Van Rensselaer at once admitted that he had voted for Mr. Adams and thus changed the anticipated result. The excitement was of course very great, and I hurried to our lodgings to prevent a breach between him and Mr. McLane. I found the General and Cuthbert sitting at opposite ends of the sofa, both much excited tho' not a word had passed between them. As I entered the former said "Well, Mr. Van Buren, you saw that I could not hold out! " I replied that I had no doubt he had done what he conscientiously believed to be right, that was enough and I hoped the subject would now be dismissed from our minds. I then went to Mr. McLane's room and found him still more stirred up and it required the greatest effort on my part and a plenary exercise of Gen. Van Eensselaer's amiability to prevent a breaking up of our Mess.
Gen. James Hamilton, of South Carolina, had enquired of me in the morning what would be the result of the vote of our statfe and I assured him as I was fully authorized to do, that it would be a
1 William S. Archer, of Virginia., II, 177.Ilic ease he was mistaken—if he was to come out publicly in favor of the measure which had recently excited so much attention—it would create such confusion in the ranks of the supporters of Col. Young, as would, in all probability, defeat a rival for whom it cannot be supposed he entertained much affection. It must have been under some such Impressions, that, contrary to the expectations, and to the surprise of all parties, on the 2nd day of .Tune he issued a proclamation requiring an extra session -of the legislature on the 2nd day of August,"—W, C, F, 0. Flagg.f the states to assent to II.. I am inclined to think has not presented itself since the organization of the government. Persuaded that you as the representatives of a free people, will only 1)» influenced by reason and true patriotism, it is submitted to your wisdom and discretion, whether, under existing circumstances, Iho present manner of choosing electors ought, at this time, to be changed."—W, C, F,o[),n:^,i.t ,xj o^ piasuo.) j<»u ppio.) pun imiM^od ,n\\ .mj
